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Video. Sixteen example presentations performed by native English speakers are included.
These examples demonstrate the communication skills and speech building strategies 
LQWURGXFHG�LQ�WKH�FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�XQLW��7KH�WHDFKHU·V�PDQXDO�LQFOXGHV�SKRWRFRSLDEOH�KDQGRXWV�
for analysis and discussion of each model demonstration.

Useful Expressions & Vocabulary. An appendix at the back of the book includes
conventional expressions that students might use in their presentations. Also, new and
LPSRUWDQW�YRFDEXODU\�ZRUGV�WKDW�ZHUH�LQWURGXFHG�LQ�HDFK�XQLW�DUH�SUHVHQWHG�LQ�TXL]�IRUP�

Flexibility
�������7KLV�WH[W�FDQ�EH�DGDSWHG�WR�DFFRPPRGDWH�WKUHH�YDULDEOHV³VWXGHQW�OHYHO��FODVV�VL]H�
 and the amount of time available for instruction. Teachers working with lower level
students may choose to work more slowly and focus on the early units, which require less
 language production. Teachers of more advanced students may choose to move through
the early units rapidly, spending more time on the later, more complex units. Teachers
dealing with large classes may choose to have students perform their presentations in
small groups; in smaller classes, all students can perform for the entire class. In either
case, classmates evaluate performance (evaluation forms are included in early units;
SKRWRFRSLDEOH�IRUPV�DUH�SURYLGHG�LQ�WKH�WHDFKHU·V�PDQXDO�IRU�ODWHU�XQLWV��
     Each unit is designed to be completed in two 90-minute class meetings, depending
on the amount of time spent on performance. The entire text can be covered in two 14-
week terms. However, the most important points can be covered in one term. In such
cases, teachers must carefully select the most important activities appropriate for their
VWXGHQWV�DQG�UHGXFH�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�SHUIRUPDQFHV��7KH�WHDFKHU·V�PDQXDO�LQFOXGHV
additional guidance for completing the course in one term.

Support
�������7KH�WHDFKHU·V�PDQXDO�SURYLGHV�WLPHIUDPHV�DQG�JXLGDQFH�IRU�HDFK�DFWLYLW\�
3KRWRFRSLDEOH�HYDOXDWLRQ�IRUPV��KDQGRXWV�IRU�YLGHR�H[HUFLVHV��WDSHVFULSWV��DQVZHU�NH\V�
and supplemental activities are also included.

Final Thoughts
        In the broadest sense, the purpose of this textbook is to empower students of
English to investigate, articulate, and share their ideas about the world. By creating a
classroom atmosphere in which students are encouraged to explore and express ideas,
teachers can ensure that this course is a rich and rewarding experience for all. Good luck,
and have fun!

Michael Hood

Content

Communication Skills. Each unit introduces a new communication skill. These are
carefully sequenced, beginning with relatively easy non-verbal communication skills and
proceeding to voice control skills. Beginning with Unit 9, rhetorical skills are introduced. In 
8QLWV����DQG�����VWXGHQWV�OHDUQ�DERXW�GLIIHUHQW�W\SHV�RI�DSSHDOV��7KH�ÀQDO�XQLWV�VKRZ�
students how to conclude their speeches and answer questions. Together, these skills 
promote effective speech delivery. By the end of the course, students have a wide variety
 of communication skills to draw upon for public speaking.

Speech Building Strategies. Each unit also introduces a new speech building strategy.
7KHVH�DUH�WRROV�WKDW�KHOS�VWXGHQWV�JHQHUDWH�GHWDLOV��ÀQG��HYDOXDWH��DQG�RUJDQL]H
information, and develop and support ideas. Whereas the communication skills are
focused on delivery, the speech building strategies are focused on content. In most units,
WKH�EXLOGLQJ�VWUDWHJ\�LV�ÀUVW�LQWURGXFHG�LQ�WKH�ZDUP�XS�DFWLYLW\�WKHQ�SUHVHQWHG�PRUH
explicitly later. Speech building strategies range from simple outlining to creating and
using visual aids. Later units introduce basic research strategies.

Performance & Purpose. Once new skills and strategies are learned and practiced
through pair and group work, students incorporate them into formal presentations.
Students are guided as they prepare their presentations, and they practice with a partner
EHIRUH�SHUIRUPDQFH��(DFK�SHUIRUPDQFH�LV�GHÀQHG�E\�ERWK�JHQHUDO�DQG�VSHFLÀF�SXUSRVHV�
Four broad and progressively more sophisticated purposes—describing, informing,
H[SODLQLQJ��DQG�SHUVXDGLQJɎDUH�SUDFWLFHG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�FRXUVH��0RUH�VSHFLÀF�DQG
practical purposes inform individual presentations. Students begin by describing people
and places and progress to informing about events. In later units, students explain
SURFHVVHV�DQG�UHODWLRQVKLSV�DQG�ÀQDOO\�DUJXH�IRU�VROXWLRQV�DQG�SROLFLHV��3UHVHQWDWLRQV�DUH�
modeled on the online videos.

Sound Pronunciation. This section uses minimal pairs to present and practice basic
English pronunciation. Emphasis is placed on recognition of the phonetic symbols
students are most likely to encounter in their dictionaries so that they can discern the 
pronunciation of new words.

Stress for Meaning & Clarity. Conventions of stress, intonation, pitch, and articulation are
presented and practiced with an emphasis on how these conventions may affect meaning. 

Grammar Review. The communicative approach holds that grammar is best learned
 through use. The grammar review section reinforces discrete grammatical points that were
 used earlier in the unit and may be useful to students as they write their presentations.
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